Five towns of the brigalow country of south-eastern Queensland : Goondiwindi, Miles, Tara, Taroom, Wandoan by Dick, Ross Stanley.
University of Queensland Papers \. 
VOLUME l. 
DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY 
1960 NUMBER I 
Five Towns of the Brigalow Country of 
South-Eastern Queensland 
Goondiwindi - Miles - Tara - Taroom - Wandoan 
Fry� 
GF 
802 
.QlfD5 
l 960 
I 
BY· 
R. S. DICK, I.Sc. 
-
Pl·ice: Fou,r Shillings 
THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND PRESS 
BRISBANE 
20th l\IA Y, 1960 
Gf 
802 
. Q�\)5 
,qGo 
\ 
F(t.tU 
3 4067 02886 4626 
Volume t 
I>EPAl<T!VIE);l OF C�f-<�OCh:.\I'HY 
LH60 :\umber I 
Five Towns of the Brigalow Country of 
South-Eastern Queensland 
Goondiwindi - Miles - Tara - Taroom -
Wandoan 
R. S. OICK, M.:')c 
Dept. of Geography. University of Queenslancl. 
UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND PRESS 
BRISBANE 
�Oth MAY, 1960 
\Vholly set up and printed in Australia by 
\VATSCH\, FERGUSON AND COMPANY 
Brisbane, Q. 
1960 
Five Towns of the Brigalow Country of 
�outh-Eastern Queensland 
- - COO:\DI\Vl�Dl -- JVIILES- TARA- TAROO�vl- 'k:\:\iOOAN * 
L\TRODLCTlOl\ 
The five settlements studied are situated 'vvithin or on the margins of what 
is popularly termed the 'brigalow-country' or 'brigalow-belt'1 of south-eastern 
Queensland. This area. forms a major part of the brigalow lands in Queensland 
which in total embraces about 36,000 square miles (Fig. 1). During the post-war 
period interest has been focussed increasingly on the land de,·elopment and settle­
ment prospects of this country.2 
In the area relevant to the present survey3, the last· decade has been a 
period of steady increase in both rural and urban population in most districts.� Ln 
many \Vays the productivity of large areas of brigalow-country has been raised and 
rneans to intensify rural land use demonstrated. Perhaps the most notable trends 
in this regard have been the widespread adoption (especially in sheep rearing 
areas) of improved techniques for clearing and killing the dense stands of brigalow 
(Acacia harpophylla)", the increased provision for \Vater storage on properties, the 
continued expansion of pasture improvement,6 and the spread of the practice of 
cropping7 in association with sheep and beef-cattle farming and dairying. The 
higher prices for products of the area have greatly assisted the financing of these 
improvements. Two additional factors which have played an important role in 
inducing and sustaining population growth are : recent improvements and addi­
tions to the road network, and legislationS providing for the subdivision of larger 
·leasehold properties. 
The increase of rural population throughout most of the brigalow-country 
in recent years has been in marked contrast to the trend in most of the adjacent 
doser-�ettled districts to the east - the Darlmg Downs. the Burnett Yallev and 
the lVIoreton coastlands - ·where stationary or declining totals have been us.ual. 
I. Brigalow is a medium-height to tall-growing, �ih·ery-�rey foliaged acacia (Acacia lwrpophylla). 
? For a general survey of the resources, farming types, and recent rural development of the 
brigalow lands in Queensland see P. J. Skerman, 'The Brigalow-Country and its importance 
to Queensland,' The Journal Aust. h:st . .!gr. Sc., Vol. 19. No. 3. SepL 1953. 
i.e. the area served by the five towus studied as delimited in Fig. 8. Hereinafter mention "r 
the 'brigalow-country' "'ill refer only to this district . 
.J.. Between the censuses of 1947 and 1954- rural and urba11 population increased hy about 20 
and 30 per ccn t. respectively. I\ ucka ted set tlcment� with 50 or more persons \Vcn: classified 
as urban. 
5. In utilizing brigalow areas a major problem is posed by the freely suckerin�: habit of brigalo11 
roots after the tree ha� been ringbarked. In post-war years an in c reasing usc h<Js been madl' 
of mechanized means of clearance - usually involving tractor�. bulldozer,; and heavy dra!! 
chains. This method results in a high proportion of roots being brought to the surface. Fol· 
lowing burning and sowing, the area is heavily stocked with sheep to eat and crush any sucker 
growth that occurs. 
6. The main grass introduced, Rhodes ;zrass ( Chlo1'is gayana), is <1 perennial tufted plant in­
digenous to South Africa. 
i�. The main crops grown are grain sorghunll'� wheat anJ �at�. 
�. The Land c\cts, Amendment Act of 1951, Queensland. 
--- --·--- ·--- --··--··· ---·---- . --·- . 
·:r' This paper is part of a wider study · in the settlement geography of south-eastern Queensland. 
The fieldwork on which this is based ,,·as made possible by a research )!rant from the Cniver�itr 
of Queensl�nd. · 
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The expansion of population and productivity in rural areas has been ac­
companied by a substantial growth of neighbouring urban -centres in the brigalow-
country. / 
In this paper an attempt is made to describe and account for several im­
portant aspects of the present-day form and function of the five leading 'brigalow­
belt' towns9 in south-eastern Queensland. The study was undertaken with three 
main additional purposes in mind, namely : -
· 
(i) to ascertain the character of the towns for purposes of comparison with 
urban settlements in the closer settled eastern portions of south-eastern 
Queensland, which are currently being investigated, 
(ii) to determine the effects on the towns of post-war rural developments in the 
region, and 
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9. In this survey the term 'town' is used in a popular sense only; it 1s not employed technically to indicate the urban status of the settlements discussed. 
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(iii) to provide information which would be useful in analysing future changes 
in the urban scene in the brigalow-country-a region with a high potential 
for pastoral use and probably for grain growing and considered to be on the 
threshold of further notable progress in rural production and settlement. 
THE REGIONAL SETTll\G 
The brigalow-country served by the five t.owns studied forms a distinctive 
portion of south-eastern Queensland. To the east striking landscape contrasts may 
be observed. The brigalow-country is bordered sharply in this direction by a nar­
row, near-parallel tract of land with large areas of infertile, sandy, solonized soils 
developed on water-absorbing Mezozoic strata that form part of the intake-beds 
of the Great Artesian Basin. This largely forested area has little potential for 
:uable or pastoral farming and is mainly utilized for timber production. To the 
east of this 40 mile wide zone lies the Darling Downs - one of the mo�t fertile, 
closely settled, and productive farming areas in Queensland.10 
Bordering the brigalmv-country in the west are the drier open-forested 
plainlands and low lateritic tablelands of the Balonne and Maranoa districts - an 
:1rea less closely settled and more extensively used for pastoral purposes than the 
brigalow lands. 
The brigalow-country itself is in most parts essentially level or gently rolling 
though interrupted occasionally by low residual lateritic scarps and flat-topped 
ridges and by the narrow, steep-sided channels of intermittently flowing streams. 
The setting of each of the towns with respect to surface morphology is therefore 
broadly similar. 
The vegetation and soil patterns are especially distinctive in south-eastern 
Queensland. Dense brigalow-belah11 forest is easily the most characteristic and 
'.videspread plant community. The moderately fertile, grey to brown, moisture re­
tentive soils supporting this plant cover are among the most suitable for agricul-
1 ural purposes in the region.12 
Today, after more than a century's occupance by Europeans, vegetation 
retaining most of its primitive a:spect still dominates the brigalow-country land­
�-capes. Closer settlement of the area has for long been retarded by the problems 
of successfully clearing the dense brigalow growth and ploughing the strongly gil­
gaied surface.13 Extensive tracts of ringbarked forest and partially cleared land, 
often fretted with various types and stages of regrowth, are common features of 
the landscape. 
10. For details of the geographical character of regions in south-eastern Queensland see : -
R. H. Greenwood. 'The Rural Pattern of South-Eastern Queensland' Aust. Geog., Vol VI, 
· No. 6, Nov., 1956. 
'South-Eastern Queensland.' Cu1'rent ,Jffairs Bulletin Vol. 19, No. 8, 
Feb. . 1957, Dept. of Tutorial Classes, University of Sydney. 
'The Darling Downs,' Longmans Australian Geographies, No. 6 Adelaide 
1957. 
' ' 
J I. B�lah is a tall-growing, wiry-�temmed and virtually leafless casuarina ( Casuarina lepidoph­
lota). As mature stands of bngalow and belah normally reach heights of 30-40 ft. and often 
exceed 50 fL the term 'scrub', which is locally popular in describing the vegetation, is seen to 
be quite misleading. 
12. For a detailed account of variations in soils and vegetation and their relationship to present 
and potential land use in the district south of Tara see R.F. Isbell, 'The Soils of the Ingle­
wocd-Talwc'oJ-Tara-Glcnmorgan Region, Que�'nsland,' Qld. Bttreau of Investigation Tech. 
Bull. No. 5, 1957. 
1.:. The depressions are normally two to four feet below the adjacent swells. but in some areas 
reach depths of six feet. On land where brigalow tends to dominate. ·the surface is often 
strongly gilgaied, whereas in areas with a belah-dominant cover this form of microrelief is 
little in evidence. 
ti FIVE 'rC)\·V:\S OF Ti-LE BRiG-A LOW CCH. :\TRY Oft S.E. QUEENSLAND 
Climatically, the 'brigalow-belt' of south-eastern (Ju�en�Iand is transitio�al 
between the humid country lying to the east and the sem1and lands farther m­
land.1� Low average winter rainfall totals, high evapor�ti�� rates 15, and unreliable 
rainfall at all season::� are limiting factors of great stgmhcance to lan� use and 
settlement.16 The area is regarded as climatically marginal for dairying and prob­
ably for grain growing without irrigation. 
ln the brigalow-co-untry extensive form� of land use - the rearing of sheep 
for wool and beef-cattle raising - are areally and economically of considerably 
greater importance than intensive types of farming (chiefly dairying). The main 
sheep farmino- areas lie south of Mtles, whereas beef-cattle rearing and fattening, 
though more �venly spread, are more important in districts north of Miles. 
Dairying is much more localized. It is established in the neighbourhood of 
\·Vandoan and locally near Miles. The total cropped area is small, though in re­
�·ent years substantial increases have been achieved. Variations in the pattern of 
rural land use with their associated contrasts in settlement density have in several 
ways influenced the present character of the towns investigated. 
The pattern of population distribution and the major features of the road 
and rail coverage are illustrated in Figs. H and 1 respectively. The overall density 
of population is low (0.78 persons per square mile) and urban centres are few 
and scattered. The network of roads and railways is coarse. Most roads, includ­
ing several termed 'highways', are unsealed. The general trend of the main routes 
is east-west, except north of Miles; the absence of direct road or rail links between 
the three main centres -Goondiwindi, Miles and Tara -is noteworthy. 
J --L An indication of this transitional position is afforded by the following figures of climatic-year 
frequencies calculated for the complete climatic record of each station and based on Koppen's 
system of classification (193 2) 
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I''· Selected rainfall ami temperature data for Goondiwindi, \ Iiles and Taroom arc listed below:-
�TAv:,�:, [ -;���Yt-l \mage �-- .. . . . . .. . ��ulyt
e
mp.---�;���--
annual I in "dry" : �o. of I Percentage (°F.) (1911-40) (°F.) (1911-40) 
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�ainfall season ; rain days 11 rainfall --------j 
(mchc:_sJ (Apr.-Sept)[ (0.01 in.) variability Dadv Mean ; Daily Mean to J !h 1 (Inches) 1 per year to HHi7 · mt>an 1iaih· ; mean daily 
24.17 
26.02 
26.94 
max . to 19f>7 (ll.lll-40) J min·. 1 . -i� -----l- ��:� -�1�-- �'·-:J.�:--'---�?�8 - ��:�-!).()8 8.67 8.51 i)!) �:?.l'i - . 
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ASPECTS OF TO\\i,\; LOCATIO.'\ A.:\D SITE 
Of the towns being studied only Taroom and \Vandoan, the smallest two 
centres, are centrally situated in brigalow-country (Fig. 1). Goondiwindi and 'fara 
lie near the 'brigalow-belt' margins, whilst :Nliles is situated in open forest land 
which represents a narrow westward extension of the poor, sandy-soil country11 
<il'parating the brigalow region from the Darling Downs (See Plate 5). However, 
the functional relationships of each centre are intimately associated \\·ith developed 
·land in the brigalow-belt. 
Variations in the location of the towns with respect to rail and main road 
routes, to areas of closer rural settlement and to other urban centres have in­
fluenced their development vitally and produced important differences in their size, 
growth and function. For example, large areas of little developed, sparsely 
settled and poorly roaded brigalow land, mainly drained by the west-flowing Weir 
river and its tributaries, have effectively, isolated Goondiwindi from Tara and the 
re-maining towns to the north. In particular, the absence until recently of a direct 
north-south road link has caused Goondiwindi to develop largely in isolation from 
tl:e northern group of 'brigalow-belt' centres.18 Tara� in turn, has no direct route 
. connection with Miles farther north and as a consequence these centres have grown 
more or less independently of one another and virtually without any competition 
or change where the commercial and business areas, tributary to each tmrn, adjoin.H• 
The four northern centres afford interesting examples of the varying im­
portance of location with respect to routeways and transport facilities. Miles is en­
circled to a distance averaging 10-15 miles mainly bv poor grazing land with in­
fertile, solonized soils and limited settlement prospects. In this important respect 
its location is decidedly less favourable than Tara, Taroom and \Vandoan. How­
ever, in spite of this disadvantage Miles has grown to be the largest centre.20 It ha:-; 
the decisive advantage of being situated on the \Vestern railway line (thr ma.in 
inland route in southern Queensland) and at its jugction with a branch line extend­
ing north to Wandoan. The growth of Tara (also located on a branch line) and 
Wandoan has been fostered by the rail service. On the other hand the development 
of Taroom, which is forty road miles 21 distant from the railhead at \Yandoan, has 
suffered through lack of this service. 
·Not one of the four northern towns surveyed ts situated on the Condamine 
17. These infertile soils are mainly developed on Blythesdale Sandstone strata b·med durin.� the 
Cretaceous period. 
J 8. The Weir Highway leading north from Goon diwindi and so boldly marked (;n nwny maps ha� 
many sections in poor condition and carries relatively little traffic. It is frequently avoided 
by residents in the area, in preference to alternative local roads. The Moonie Highway, the 
main route through the little developed country between Tara and Goondiwindi runs ap­
proximately north-east to south-west linking and serving Dalby and St. Georj!c hut hy-pa�sing 
Goondiwindi and Tara. 
19. In this study. the 'tributary area' of a town is defined as including all rural localities in 
which 50 per cent. or more of households have commercial or busine�s dealings dominanth-
with that centre. 
· 
.?0. Figures for total population as determined from field censu�es taken durin!! Au�ust 19�7 
are as follows :-Miles (1290). Tara (712). Taroom (533). Wandoan ()22). The cemus 
taken nf Goondiwindi in \1Tay 1958 disclosed ·n population of 2984. 
21. Only 13 milrs nf this route are sealed . Prior to 1947, when �calin� "·as bc.!.!un. this road was 
very rough in dry weather and untrafficable following heavy rain. 
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Highway - the main road route linking coastal and inland �istric�s in so�thern 
Queensland - though Miles has the most advantageous location With relatwn to 
it. Road distances to the sealed highway from these centres are as follows :-
Miles ...... .. ... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 2 1  miles (all sealed) 
Tara ...... ..... ...... ...... . .... ...... ...... ...... ...... 29 miles (23 unsealed) 
W andoan ...... . .... ...... .... .. ...... ...... ...... ...... ..... 72 miles ( 23 unsealed) 
Taroom .... .. ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 1 12 miles (50 unsealed)22 
Relative isolation is clearly a major aspect and disadvantage in the location of 
Taroom. 
. 
In the south the border town of Goondiwindi has an especially favourable 
location in relation
' 
to road and rail routes. The east-west trending Cunningham 
Highway, which passes through the tow�, �lays a comparably vital r'?le .to t�e 
Condamine Highway further north in lmkmg coastal and mland dtstncts m 
southernmost Queensland. The town also benefits from the presence of two rail 
routes - the south-western branch line in Queensland and, to a greater extent, the 
Moree branch line in New South Wales. Partly as a consequence of these features 
Goondiwindi has become a major stock-handling centre - particularly in connec­
tion with movements of beef cattle and sheep.23 
All centres and their rural neighbourhoods (with the exception of Taroom) 
have benefited in the post-war period from a rapid improvement in the condition 
and number of roads serving them. Improved access has been a key factor stimu­
lating closer rural settlement and urban growth. Wherever possible, new roads 
have been built so that they do not duplicate the rail routes. 
The situation of each town in relation to other competing centres and to 
the distribution of the dispersed rural population is of basic locational �ignificance. 
(See Fig. 8). These two factors have exerted an important influence on the ex­
tent and population size of the tributary area, which in turn closely affects the 
urban centres. In terms of population &erved and in terms of tributary area size, 
Goondiwindi is the most favoured of the five towns studied. This, together with 
a well developed system of road and rail routes, goes far to explain the larger size 
and the more varied functions of this town compared with the others. Tara and 
Taroom have approximately the same sized tributary areas. Closer settlement of 
the Tara di�tri.ct in post-war years has led to a marked growth in this centre, while Taroom, still m a sparsely settled area, has changed little. A further locational 
disadvantage of Taroom is the inclusion within its tributary district of manv scat­
tered, non-brigalow areas of quite intense relief.24 These tracts of land n�rmally 
have poorer soils and lower stocking capacities and support a lower density of 
population than country with a brigalow-dominant cover. 
22. The Condamine Highway was sealed between Dalby and Condamine by 1954. The bitumen 
surfacing on other roads has mainly been carried out in the last five years. 
23 .  The average annual numbers of cattle and sheep despatched by rail from Goondiwindi and 
Boggabilla during th� three year petiod 1955-57 are illustrative of this important function. 
No. of cattle No. of sheep 
Goondiyr indi 2,598 48,465 
Boggabtlla ...... ...... ...... 37,066 21.077 
Most of the livestock handled by noggabilla, the railhead township on the Moree branch line. 
are reared in areas nor�h of. the border and pass into New South Wales at C:rnondiwindi. The two centres are only s1x m1les apart and are linked by a sealed road. 
24. This type of country is mainly found where Marburg Sandstone and Bundamba Group strat:R 
of the Jurassic-Triassic period outcrop. 
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The form and growth of the towns have been little affected by s.it� c�arac­teristics. Susceptibility to flooding is a recurrent problem for Goondtwmdt, but 
the near level site of the town and vicinity allows no easy solution a part from the 
construction of an extensive and high system of levees. It is a curious feature that 
town dweller5 in �he areas most prone to fk<?ding have rarely constructed houses 
on high stumps, even though raising the dwellings by 3 ft. 6 ins. - 4 ft. above the 
ground in this way would afford effective protection from virtually all inunda­
tions. In Tara the present built-up area avoids floodable land which encroaches 
near to the centre of settlement. Future outward expansion of the town faces the 
problem of building in areas which at present are easily flooded and which re­
main inundated for long periods. A small portion of the built-up area of Taroom 
occasionally suffers from flooding from the nearby Dawson river. If plans for 
damming this watercourse downstream from Taroom are put into effect, the deep 
flooding of the broad alluvial flats immediately west of the town will completely 
sever the existing major road link between Taroom and the greater part of its 
present tributary area. Such a change would pose a serious threat to the future 
of the settlement. 
SETTLEMENT ORIGINS AND POPlTLATION GROWTH 
Little precise information concerning the origin and growth of the settle­
ments has been published. However, a brief outline of some important aspects 
of their developmer1t is given below so that the present character of the settle­
ments may be seen in perspective and so more fully understood. 
There is a notable variation in the age of the towns. Taroom was founded 
a few years before, and Goondiwindi shortly after, Queensland achieved state­
hood and both are now a century old. Tara and Wandoan, however, are more 
recent in origin, having been established about fifty years ago. Miles has an 
intermediate age.zs 
The establishment of settlements at Goondiwindi, Taroom and Wandoan 
was a direct and natural response to the need of the local dispersed farming 
population for a small servicing centre - with simple commercial, transport and 
communication functions. Primary schools and police stations were soon added. 
However, stimulus to the formation of small centres at Miles and Tara came 
largely in the form of the railway, the opening of the rail link being virtually 
contemporaneous with the founding of the settlements. The presence of a rail 
centre was both a stimulus to increased rural settlement nearby and a means of 
establishing a focus in local communications.26 It is of interest to record that 
the growth of towns in the brigalow-country - in contrast with many other dis­
tricts of eastern Queensland - has at no stage been influenced by local mining. 
An analysis of the population growth of the centres is rendered difficult 
for two main reasons. Firstly, the offici�.! Commonwealth censuses are unevenly 
and sometimes widely spaced and taken at times which do not correspond pre­
cisely with important changes in trend. And secondly, the census figures do not 
always differentiate between the population of the settlement and the dispersed 
1 ural population of the surrounding district. Even when this has been done the 
25. The earliest record of a nucleated settlement being established on the sites occupied by the 
present towns is as follows :-Taroom (1856), Goondiwindi (1869), Miles (1876), Wandoan 
(1902), Tara (1910). Prior to the founding of Wandoan (earlier known as Juandah) a small 
hamlet had existed nearby since about 1870 at the Juandah run homestead. 
2.6. This was especially true of Tara whkh was a railhead centre for 14 years, 
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recorded township total often includes rural folk living within a few miles of the 
centre.27 However, inspection of the growth curves presented in Fig. 2 reveals 
the following notable features :-
(i) Goondiwindi is the only centre which has had a continuous upward trend 
in population numbers since its establishment. 
(ii) Taroom, once the !argest settlement in the area surveyed, has successively 
lost rank in population size and now is the second-smallest of the fin main 
'brigalow-belt' centres. The town has changed little in size in the last half 
centurY. 
(iii) The i�tercem;al period l911-ll)21 was one of slight populati0n increase in 
Taroom and the younger settlements of Tara and \Vandoan. .\lso a slack­
ening occurred in the growth rates of Goondi,·vindi and l\ files, compared 
with the previous decade. 
These trends were largely a consequence of World \Var I and the grow­
ing seriousness of the prickly-pear cactus (Opuntia Jpp.) problem. 
!.7. For cxamolc. the popula tion of Wandoan according to the Commonwealth census of 1954 is 
given as 589. I-Iovrevcr. a house to house census of the town carried out by the author in 
May 1957 revealed a total population of 322 and field research indicated that a �light increa�c 
in population had occurred since 1954. Clearly the official 1954 cemu� figttrc included many 
people in the nearby farming community. 
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(iv) The 1920's and early 1930's was a period of declining population numbers 
in all towns except Goondiwindi. The problem of dense prickly-pear cac­
tus infestation of brigalow land had assumed grave proportions. Land 
abandonment was frequent and widespread and accompanied by a sub­
stantial emigration of rurai and urban families. Though the cactus problem 
was dramatically solved following the introduction and spread of the cacto­
blastis moth28 in 1928, the recovery of land productivity and settlement 
was soon impeded by the economic recession of the early 30's. As most of 
the rural population served by Goondiwindi during this period lived in 
non-brigalow areas which were less seriously affected by cactus infestation, 
the town did not suffer the marked setback experienced by the northern 
centres. 
( v) Substantial increases in population totals have occurred in all towns except 
Taroom since the end of the depression in the early 1930's. Th_e post-war 
period has been one of quickening growth rates in all centres. This latest 
trend may be attributed basically to a restoration of an adequate rural and 
urban workforce depleted during the war; to high wool prices which have 
allowed large scale land improvement, increases in productivity and further 
advances in the purchasing power of the rural community; to improved 
techniques for clearing brigalow; to continued subdivision and closer settle­
ment of large pastoral runs as leases fall due or are voluntarily surrendered; 
to returned servicemen's settlement schemes; to expanded public works 
programmes in each shire (including road construction) ;  and to the avail­
ability of much expanded road transport services. 
Taroom's slow growth is in part a reflection of a near-stationary density 
of population in most of its tributary area and in part a consequence of the 
gradual loss of business to vVandoan and l\1iles because of improved road 
connections to the south and because of lower commodity prices and a wider 
range of services in these more vigorously growing centres. 
CHARACTERISTICS OF rrOvVN Fl'NCTIONAL AREAS 
Although the brigalow-belt towns exhibit a considerable range in popula­
tion size, a comparison of the distribution, form and appearance of their functional 
areas reveals an impressive similarity in several respects. (See Figs. 3-7, Table 1. 
and Plates 1-10) .  
Ln each tmYn a small business district is well defined and clearly differen­
tiated from the remaining area which is dominantly residential in function. The 
business area is usually compact29 and has a basically linear form flanking the 
main street. though with small side-street extensions. (See Plates 1. 3. 6, 10). 
In Miles, Tara and Wandoan, the business district has formed adjacent to 
the railway station - a clear reflection of the importance of the railway in the 
early development of these centres. Also, as land reserved for railway purposes 
abuts on or closely approaches the main street, unbalance in commercial growth 
has resulted; development has concentrated on the side farthest from the railway 
line. This is strikingly evident in Miles and Wandoan. though somewhat obscured 
now in Tara1 where recent leasing of railway land has led to a rapid commercial 
2R. The ca tcrpilla r of the cactoblastis moth (CactQblast1s cactor1tm) is a voracious feeder on the 
prickly-pear cactus tissues. 
29. Several yacant sections anJ resiJcntial allotments arc founLl in the businc�s 'core' of Taroom. 
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extension along the previously 'empty' side. In G?ondiwin�i, h_?wever, the busi­
ness district is considerably removed from the railway which Is lo�a�ed on the 
town's northern margin. This situation has resulted from the bmldi�g of the 
railway almost half a centurY: after the t.own was founded and at a ttme when 
a business core was already fumly established. 
Buildings and areas used for civic, cultural and other special yurposes are 
not grouped in any particular part of the town, but are scattered mam!y throu�h­
ont the residential district. Industrial establishments - notably sawmills - wtth 
large space requirements are located on the margins of the built-up area. 
The character of the residential district, which embraces 50-70 per cent. 
of 1 he area within each town is broadly uniform throughout; there is no tendency 
for distinctive suburbs to d�velop. The basic similarity in  design and construc­
tion of the dwellings is most striking. With few exceptions houses are basically 
rectangular in plan and built close to the ground.30 (See Plates 8, 9 ) .  Houses wjth 
wooden exteriors31 and corrugated iron roofs32 clearly outnumber houses built 
with other materials.33 Verandahs (open or enclosed) are a common feature, 
especially among residences ·built prior to the end of World War II.  A sharp 
decline in verandah construction is evident in those of the post-war period, chiefly 
as a consequence of rapidly rising building costs (Table 1 ) .  The floor area of 
post-war houses, however, is little different from those constructed earlier. 
Drabness is cha racte ristic of much of the residential district in each town. 
Although a high proportion of dwellings have painted wooden exteriors, the 
majority of these are seriously in need of repainting. Dull cream, fawn and off­
white are the present colours of about 75 per cent. of painted exteriors . Roofs 
generally are unpainted. A moderate to high proportion of residential allotments 
have no lawn or garden ; many are littered with rubbish or are overgrown with 
ra nk grass. Dusty, unsealed roads and dusty (or muddy) unformed footpaths 
are characteristic of most residential areas. Most streets are treeless and bordered 
by an untidy grass-covered verge. (See Plates 5, 8, 9 and 1 1 ) .  Vacant land within 
each of the towns studied is virtually unused for agricultural purposes. These 
partially cleared or unkempt grass-covered areas are a further un attractive feature 
of the towns. 
. Notwithstand!ng �h� basic u�iformity in the distribution, form, and ap­
pearance of areas With stmtlar functwn in all four towns, each centre has certain 
characteristics unmatched by the others. Taroom, Tara and Goondiwindi are 
most notably distinctive. 
, Age, drabness and conse�va.tism . are especially prominent qualities in 1 a room. The �verage ag� of bmldmgs 1s  greater than elsewhere ; many houses 
and several busmess prem1ses pre-date the foundings of Miles, Tara and Wan­
doan. Also, the rate of post-war building has been slowest in Taroom.34 The 
gener!ll upkeep of . buildings and grounds is poor. Almost 50 per cent. of the 
dwellmgs are unpamted and 85 per cent. of residential sections maintain neither 
a lawn _no! a garden. 
3
�rabness is accentuated by the high proportion of unused 
land Withm the town. The main street of Taroom remained unsealed36 and 
30. The houRes are almost universally built on stumps : continuom foundations a re rare 
3 1 .  Mainly weatherboard style. 
· 
32. Mainly hip-style roofs. 
3 3  Brick, concrete and tiles are rare construction materials. In the post-war period fibrolite has 
assumed some importance - espedally in Tara. 
34. Only two small busi�ess establishments have been built in Taroom's commercial 'core' m the la.st decade; and dunn� the three yea�s 1955-57 only seven houses ""ere built. 35. Almost 50 per cent. of the town area 1s unused. 
36. Yaldwyn Street, the main street in Taroom, was sealed in December 1 958. a nd work to im-
prove the footpaths alongside is now in hand. 
· 
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without a continuous formed footpath for more than one hundred years following 
the establishment of the settlement. During the last twenty years there has been 
little change in the number, form and appearance of premises in the business area. 
(See Plate 10) . Another instance of conservatism in Taroom is the tendency, more 
marked here than elsewhere, to retain verandahs in post-war houses. The more 
marked occurrence of these qualities in this town is difficult to explain fully. How­
ever, the relative isolation of Taroom, its lack of significant growth since the turn 
of the century, and the little-changing character of settlement and land use in its 
neighbourhood are important casual factors. 
A further distinguishing feature of Taroom is the presence of a large num­
ber of houses which are unoccupied for most of the year. This group 
accounts for 20 per cent. of all dwellings. These cottages - known locally 
as 'town' or 'week-end' houses - are, in most cases, the property of 
graziers living in Taroom's rural neighbourhood and are used by them and 
their families on occasions when they visit and stay in the town. (See Plate 1 1 ) . 
The visits are normally made for both business and social reasons and may last 
only two or three days or they may last for a week to ten days on the two or three 
occasions each year when a near-continuous programme of show displays, sporting 
fixtures ( including race-meetings ) and social functions are arranged for the benefit 
of those residing in the town and its tributary district. These 'week-end' houses, 
usually in a poor state of repair, often have only three or four rooms and a small 
front verandah ; their presence explains the higher proportion of sm all houses in 
Taroom than elsewhere� (See Table 1 ) .  
In conspicuous contrast to Taroom, Tara is distinguished by its rapid, re­
cent growth and by the newness of much of its business and residential area. 
Almost two-thirds of the dwellings have been built in the post-war period. The 
marked extension of the business area along the railway side of the main street is 
also a post-war development. Within the last 1 8  months a water tower with a 
storage capacity of 60,000 gallons has been built and nearby a large, modern and 
attractive brick town hall has been completed. (See Plate 4) . An assured water 
supply has induced greater attention by residents to home gardens and lawns, thus 
improving the a ppearance of the town. The vigorous growth of Tara is closely 
related to recent closer settlement, intensification of land use and increased pros­
perity in the area served by this centre. 
The distribution, form and appearance of functional areas in Goondiwindi 
are distinctive in several respects. This town is the neatest and most attractive 
in appearance of the five centres studied. The business core, flanking cr tributar'V 
to the wide sealed main street with its garden plots and light standards, is mainly 
r:omprised of premises which have been built or modernized in the last two decades. 
(See Plate 1 ) .  Few old-style wooden buildings remain. The residential area of 
Goondiwindi is decidedly more attractive in appearance than in other towns of 
the brigalow-country. Most important of the several features which contribute 
to this result is the presence of gardens and/or lawns on 75 per cent. of all resi­
dential sections. 
Relatively more houses have roofs and wooden exteriors p-st.jQ.t�Q.. 'J;he aspect 
of residential areas has been further enhanced by the common growing of orna­
mental shrubs and trees on private ,and public lands .37 Goondiwindi� 'too, has a 
higher proportion of its . street and footpath mileage sealed.38 These· developments 
37. 7% of street. margins are .tree�lined. Avenues are not present in the other towns surveyed. 
3 8. 30% of the street-mileage is sealed ; 4.5% of the street margins have sealed footpaths. 
1 8  FIYE TOV;)\S OF THE BRIGALOW CQt_")\TRY OF S.E. QUEE:SSL-\...'D 
which are unmatched in the other 'brigalow-belt' centres may be basically attributed 
to the early provision of a satisfactory reticulated water supply, to the energ�tic 
pursuance of enlightened policies put for�ard by an au�o�<;>mous town counctl39, 
and to the greater growth of local civic pnde and responstbtlity. 
Several impressive public and semi-public buildings have been con?tructed 
in the recent post-war years. These include a courthouse, governme_nt offtces
, ex­
tensions to the hospital, a catholic primary school, a returned servicemen's dub, 
a fire station and clubrooms for sporting bodies. 
Two aspects of the distribution of commercial and business areas are note­
worthy. A marked extension into side streets is evident though Marshall Street, 
the main thoroughfare, clearly dominates in importance.40 Also, the scattered 
o-rowth of commercial establishments in residential areas is distinctive.41 These �haracteristics appear directly related to the considerably greater size and spread 
cf Goondiwindi compared with the other towns. 
TOWN FUNCTIONS 
The analysis of function in each of the five settlements studied rests mainly 
on data gained personally by taking a census to determine the occupations of town 
dwellers, by detailed mapping of functional areas, and by interviewing town and 
country residents concerning the character and extent of the function of the urban 
centre. Study of the occupational structure proved to be the most useful single 
means of assessing basic functions.-l2 (See Table II) 
In each centre the workforce i s  approximately one-third of the total popula­
tion, with female labour constituting one-tenth to one-fifth of this proportion 
(Table I I ) .  The largest four ·towns are the most significant a s  retirement centres, 
though this function is less important than in similar sized towns in southern 
Queensland closer to B risbane and to coastal resorts.43 
The clearly leading function of each town is the provision of commercial, 
finance and property, and personal services. Persons engaged in work of thi� 
kind constitute t'he largest occupational group in each settlement and with the ex­
ception of Taroom are more than two to three times as  numerous as  workers in 
the second-ranking occupational category. The outstanding relative importance 
of this group in Goondiwindi and ]\·files appears closely related to the fact that 
these centres each serve substantially larger combined rural and urban populations 
than any of the other towns ..... The closer settlement in post-war years of country 
39. Goondiwindi has been administered by an autonomous town council since 1 888. The remam­
ing 'brigalow-belt' towns are unincorporated and are administered hY. shire councils. 
40. 74-% of the commercial business premises are in �Jarshall Street. • 
41 . For example. se\·en �mall combined grocery-dairy-confectionerY stores are located beyond 
the commercial core. · 
42. Occupatiopal_ censuses of Miles, Tara, Taroom and Wandoan were taken in August. 1957. .\ similar cenStls "  of Goondiwindi was taken in May, 1958. 
4-3. e.J!;. Chinchilla Beaudesert Beenlei!!"h Rmewood Laidley. .-\llora 
Total "population 2.500 2.492 1 .570 1 .591 1 .3-1-5 761 'fr of 
_
adult males retired 8.1 9.6 16.0 1 0.9 1 9.2 1 7.0 
These ftgures are based on censuses taken by the author during 1957-1959. 
H. Estimates of total urban and ntral population ( 1 950) served bv the tmms studied are a� fol­
low� : Goondiwindi (7J��): Miles 0 ,563 ) .  Tar� ( 3 . 1 30) , :ra�m ( U80} . Wandoan (710) . Estt.mates are based on olhctal ct>nsu� data of 1 9_,4 an<! on mfoftl!.ation <;ollected in the course of fleld work, 
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i n  the neighbourhood of Tara and vV andoan has been accompanied by a rapid in­
crease in these towns in the number of persons providing Group 2 service3-especi­
�lly stock and station agency employees, garagehands, and workers in establ�sh­
ments supplying meals and light refreshments. The lesser role of Group 2 serv1ces 
in Taroom is especially notable. It is partly a consequence of the relatively small 
hinterland population and partly of the deterrent effect of high freight costs on 
tne establishment of small retail concerns. 45 A further important feature is the 
fact that at least 50-60 per cent. of the grazier families deal directly with firms in 
Brisbane for a substantial proportion of commodities bought. 
The varying importance and composition of the agricultural workforce is 
fundamentally related to differences in the rural economy of the districts served 
by the towns. Generally in areas of closer settlement-with dairy farms and 
'small' sheep properties46-farm labour is mainly supplied by the occupier and 
his family. However, on larger holdings running sheep and/or beef cattle there 
is a substantial demand for additional farm labour, e.g. shearers, stationhands. 
ringbarkers, contract fencers. Many of these workers and several graziers reside 
in the towns.  Extensive types of pastoral economy are clearly dominant in areas 
served by Goondiwindi, Tara and Taroom; this is reflected in the high proportion 
of agricultural workers in the workforce. This occupational group has second 
ranking in each of these centres. W andoan and Miles offer a marked contrast. 
In both, the agricultural workforce is of little significance numerically and reflects 
the greater development of close rural settlement in their tributary areas. 
Manufacturing is  nowhere of more than moderate importance in the 
'brigalow-belt' towns. (Table I I ) .  It is of slight relative significance in Goondi­
windi and Taroom but ranks a little more highly as a function of the remaining 
settlements . ·  Only a narrow range of manufacturing enterprises is represented. In 
each centre timber--working industries account for at least three-qu9 rtcrs of the 
workers in this occupational group. The main timber milled is the so-called 
'cypress pine' ( C allitris glauca) ,  a softwood found growing often in near-pure stands 
on sandy solonized soils just beyond the eastern margins of brigalow-country. 
Eucalypt hardwoods have long been used for the production of railway sleepers at 
Tara. This industry, however, now operates intermittently. A butter factory and 
a house prefabrication plant are distinctive industrial establishments in Miles. It 
should be noted that the butter factory is much less important for th� industrial 
employment it offers than for the increased employment in commercial� business 
and servicing fields which have resulted indirectly as a consequence of the close 
links developed between the factory and the dairy farming commttnity. The hou se 
prefabrication plant - established in 1955 - was located in Miles mainly becau�e 
of an adequate local timber supply and because of the rail service. This expanding 
industry is now serving areas up to 200 miles from the factory. Serious eonsid­
eration is being given to the possibility of manufacturing interior wall-board from 
the waste products of the cypress pine sawmills. 
About 10 per cent. of the workforce in each town is engaged in building, 
construction and maintenance work. A marked improvement to roads has taken 
,. - - ---·- ··-· ·-
4 :' .  .\ comparison of retail prices for groceries and hardware goods in Taroom 
.
and Wandoan re­
vealed a 5-1!% higher level in Taroom. General cartage costs from the railhead to Taroom 
are £3/10/- per ton. With improved roads many people residing near Taroom now prefer 
to shop in Wandoan or Miles in preference to Taroom . 
46. Most dairy farms are .Mut 1 280 acres; most small sheep properties ran�e from 1 200-3000 
acres. 
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place in recent years, particularly in and near the four northern centres. The con• 
tinuing importance of this work largely accoun�s for the fact that I_ocal
 g�vern­
ment and Main Roads Department employees m these towns constitute slightly 
more than half of this occupational group. 
Transport and storage i s  another key fun_ction of ea
ch settlement (Table 
I I ) .  It is notably of greater relative importan�e m �aroom t_han else�here. The 
comparative isolation of this town, its lack of ra1l s.erv1ces and 1ts extensive past1<?
ral 
hinterland are reflected in the large number of residents employed as  road hau.Iers 
and as drovers. 
Persons engaged in professional, educational, religious, administrative and 
allied activities form a substantial workforce in each town. Wandoan, the smallest 
settlement, with the lowest proportion of its employe� pop�lation in t?is category, 
has the narrowest range of these services offered by Its residents. Pnmary school 
teachers, a police constable, an agriculture and stock officer and an accountant are 
the only representatives of this occupational group. Although there are three 
churches there are no resident ministers . Visits from Miles are made at regular 
intervals by ministers of religion and also by a doctor and a dentist. In Goondi­
windi, Miles, Tara and Taroom a considerably widened range of facilities is prO­
vided, the main additions being in the fields of health, religion and administration:. 
In these centres health-service workers (chiefly hospital staff) account for 40-50 
per cent. of Group 5 employees. The high proportional representation of this 
group in Taroom is noteworthy. In this town during the post-war period an up­
ward trend in employment in Group 5 occupations ( especially in hospital work 
and teaching) has been evident. The nature of services provided by Group 5 
\Vorkers has safeguarded these functions from competition by Wandoan and Miles. 
In the course of field research, as urban land use was being mapped, the 
assemblage of non-residential functional-units in each town was recorded. Beth 
the range and number of functional-units is indicated in Appendix I .  From a study 
of the range of functions in each settlement the following points may be noted : -
(i) The group of 'basic' facilities ( i .e. common to all centres )  accounts for a 
high proportion of the total range of functional-units in all towns, notwith­
standing considerable differences in their population size. 
( i i)  Differences in the range of function are most clearly indicated in the com­
mercial-business-servicing field (Group 1 )  and least evident in the as­
semblage of civic and cultural facilities (Group 5 ) .  
( i i i)  The variety of types of Group 1 facilities established in each centre reflects 
the· population size of the settlements and their tributary areas fairly closely.47 
The presence of shoe, furniture, newsagent, and plumbino--supplies stores 
and a dry-cleaning service distinguish Tara from the smalle� centres . Thes� 
facilities are also found in the larger towns of Miles and Goondiwindi-but 
several new units are added: .Th�s� include hardware, dress and gift shops and beauty s.alons. Goond1vr:rmdr .m turn of.fers a considerably extended range of services compared With Miles. Amono- the additions may be noted 
a jew.eller's shop., a �ports and J?Usic store, a ph�tography shop, an optician's practice, a lendmg hbrary, a wme saloon and three petrol filling statio�s. 
(iv) A narr�w ran�e of small-scal.e m anufacturing establishments is represented. Industnes which depend basically on the local urban and rural market for 
their �ev�lop�ent are repres ented almost solely by bakeries and cordial 
factones m Miles and the smaller towns . However, the greater size of the 
47. If further studies of Queensland towns reveal this relationship to be general this feature would 
provide a most useful criterion for classifying towns throughout the state,
' 
_ 
-
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local market in and near Goondiwindi has allowed the growth of four addi­
tional industrial concerns in this centre - a rubber vulcanizing plant, a 
weekly newspaper printing press, a job-printing business and a small ice 
and freezing works. The availability of local raw materials has made pos­
sible the establishment of sawmills in all settlements and the founding of a 
butter factory and house-prefabrication plant in Miles . 
Electric power generation ba. sed on diesel-oil burning plants is carried 
out in Goondiwindi, Taroom and Wandoan and until recently also in Tara. 
Miles and Tara are now supplied with electricity generated in Brisbane. 
Prior to mid 19.59, Miles received power produced in Dalby on the Darling 
Downs. 
( v) Garages, depots for road transport vehicles and depots for oil and petrol 
storage are ubiquitous features in the brigalow-country towns. 
Railway facilities are developed and important in . all centres except 
�faroom. However, only Goondiwindi and Miles4B benefit from regular air 
services. In striking contrast to road and rail transport, air services have 
not influenced the development of these towns and their rural neighbour­
hoods to any marked degree. The main benefit of the air link is the in­
creased convenience of travel to centres beyond the brigalow-country. 
(vi )  Goondiwindi i s  the only settlement which i s  sewered. The provision of this 
amenity in all parts of the town - together with the availability of electricity 
and water supply - has contributed substantially to its growth .49 
(vi i )  Wandoan is the only centre without a reticulated water supply. However, 
the provis ion of a satisfactory water su?ply for Miles, Tara and Taroorn 
has been made only during the last few years. 
Assessing the significance of differences between the towns in terms of the 
numerical representation of particular functional-units is seldom possible without 
a detailed investigation of the variations in thei r 'scale of function' .50 However, 
the number of premises of several ubiquitous Group I facilities (e .g. banks, gen­
eral stores, cafes)  appears related fairly closely to the size of the centre. In certain 
instances the number of establishments offering a particular type of service falls 
below what would be expected in terms of town size and the possibility of ex­
pansion in this service deserves close attention. e.g. a hotel in Tara, a baker's shop 
and a draper in Miles and a pharmacy in Taroom. 
In view of the limited number of towns surveyed, details of the range and 
number of non-residential functional-units set out in Appendix I have been com­
mented upon only briefly in this study. However, it is hoped that these details 
will provide a basis for comparison when similar studies are made of the functions 
of other Queensland towns of comparable size. 
TRIBUTARY AREAS 
The tributary area of each urban centre delimited in Fig. 8 includes all 
rural localities in which at least half the population have commercial and business 
dealings dominantly with that town. To settlers in the neighbourhood of 'Van-
-- - --·-· -·-· --·- -- - -·-·-- - - -- - ---· 
48. The aerodrome serving Miles is situated 1-t. miles distant near Condamine. 
49. Many of the rural workers among Goondiwindi\ residents claim that they settled in the town 
- in preference to the country areas - mainly because of the provision of the above sen·ices . 
50. For example, indications of the 'scale of function' of a grocery business might be gained in 
terms of value of turnover, number of regular customers, or number of staff; of a school in 
terms of the number of pupils and number of staff. In this survey no comprehensive studv 
of 'scale of function' was undertaken, 
· · ' 
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doan this settlement and that of Miles are about equally important as service 
centres. In terms of location Miles suffers from being nearly fifty miles farther 
from this district than W andoan. However, this disadvantage of the larger centre 
is substantially overcome by the regular contact and cheap freight delivery 
service maintained by carriers collecting cream for the butter factory in Miles. 
Furthermore, although in Miles the range of commercial functions is only slightly 
wider than in Wandoan, stocks of commodities are normally larger and more 
varied. Banking facilities are notably better in Miles. 
It is of interest to note that a number of families in the Wandoan area, who 
were formerly settled in the Chinchilla district, still use Chinchilla as their main 
trading and business centre. 
It should be noted that for many non-commercial functions - mainly social 
and sporting - the towns serve districts with limits closely similar to those of their 
tributary areas .  And although educational and religious facilities and services are 
frequently decentralized this fact does not detract from the strong district feeling 
of affinity with the main town. 
Recognition of these relationships between towns and their rural hinter­
lands is considered to be of vital importance in deciding where boundaries to local 
government areas should be drawn. Today the limits of the Tara Shire closely 
correspond with those of Tara's tributary area. However, the position of the 
Taroom shire is far less satisfactory. Virtually all the Wandoan district, which is  
administered from Taroom, has its main commercial and business links with Wan­
dean and Miles. The lessening influence of Taroom in this area has become 
strongly accentuated in recent years. This trend has accompanied closer rural 
settlement, the improvement cf roads to the wuth and the greater growth of ser­
vices in Miles and Wandoan compared with Taroom. Additionally, the growth of 
dairying in the Wandoan area has increasingly worked to the advantage of Miles 
as the sole butter factory is located there. The majority . of dairy farmers do 
their banking in this town and many have accounts with the factory co-operative 
store. The significance of the cream run in facilitating the ordering and prompt 
delivery of many goods from Miles has been noted above. 
The boundary of the Waggamba shire administered from Goondiwindi is 
generally similar in position to the limits of the town's tributary area within 
Queensland. However, most settlers in an extensive rural border district in New 
South Wales regard Goondiwindi as their main service centre. Banks, stock and 
station agencies, garages, and main retail stores conduct 30-40 per cent. of their 
bminess with persons living south of the border. Goondiwindi supplies electricity 
to Boggabilla and nearby rural districts in New South Wales. The border, how­
ever, marks a definite break in certain functions apart from local government ad­
ministration. New South Wales residents included within Goondiwindi's com­
mercial tributary area generally look to Moree when requiring the services of 
state government officers, legal advisers and accountants. Further, a.lthough a 
secondary school department is established in Goondiwindi, many children living 
south of the border are unable to avail themselves easily of this service on account 
of differences in the systems of p rimary education between the states. 
The extent of town tributary areas has been basically influenced by the 
�ize of the competing centres and by the road distances between them. The re­
lationship observed between these three factors generally is of a form similar to 
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that expressed in the law of retail gravitation established by Reilly.51 In three 
areas however other factors have been of over-riding importance. The limited 
exten�ion of T�room's tributary area southwards in the direction of Wandoan is 
at variance with Reilly's law. The factors operating in favour of Wandoan and 
�.!files have already been discussed abo�e. The close app�oach of Taro?m;s 
tributary area to the town. of The?dore52 1s als_o unexpected m t�rms of Retlly s postulate. This anomaly IS explamed largely m terms of the history of �ettle­
ment in this district. These extensively used pastoral lands - as elsewhere in 
Taroom's service area - have been long settled and have undergone little sub­
division or change in population in the last half century. Present leaseholders 
are frequently descendants of pioneering families. And widespread intermarriage 
between many of these families has increasingly strengthened the social ties of 
the widely dispersed population in the large distr!ct served by Taroo� . . In spite 
of its recent growth Theodore has not extended Its area of commercial mfluence 
to any marked extent in the direction of Taroom as the long-established social 
links of the rural community in this area continue to be maintained strongly 
through Taroom. And. at present the advantages deriving from these two ties 
outweigh the commercial disadvantages of trading with the more distant town . 
. The third area of interest is the Boomi district, situated in Goondiwindi's 
r.ributary region near its south-western boundary in New South Wales. According 
to :Reilly's hypothesis this district would be expected to be more closely linked 
with Moree ( 1 954 population 5, 502)  than with Goondiwindi. The critically 
imp'ortant factor favouring the smaller town is the presence of better roads ex­
tending to the north and east compared with those linking the area with Moree. 
A number of interesting features are revealed when the town and tributary 
a!"ea populations are considered (Table III ) .  
I n  each 'town-tributary area' community53 rural settlers outnu mber the 
urban, by small margins in four instances, while in the fifth (Tara and its 
tributary area ) they constitute nearly two-thirds of the total population. 
In the past, changes in the size and prosperity of the rural community served 
?Y .each of. the five brigalow-country t�wns have been of outstanding importance · 
m mfluencmg the growth of the town 1tself.54 As this 'control' of urban growth 
appears unlikely to diminish in the near future, the continuing expansion of all 
centres will require the stimulus of closer settlement and/or increased productivity 
in their neighbourhood. There is undoubtedly great scope for such rural devel­
opment. The potential is probably greatest within the present tributary areas 
�f Goondiwindi, Tara and Taroom. The virtual stagnation of Taroom in recent 
times could well be replaced by vigorous expansion in the future if its hinterland 
were more intensively utilized. A useful guide to the immediate prospects for town 
growth 55 in the brigalow-country of south-eastern Queensland may well he the 
5 1 .  The law expressed as a formula is as follows :-
Ba Pa (Db)2 .
I�h = Pb · .. Da where Ba, Bb are the proportions of retail trade attracted by t�wns A & B ;  
Pa, Pb are the populatiollS of towns A and B, and Da, Db are the distances of any intermediate· . .  
cen,tre under . consideration , from town :\ and town B respectively. For further details see W. J .  
Reilly, 'Methods for the Study of Retail Relationships,' University of Texas, Monograph 2944, 
1929 and also R .  S .  Mathieson. 'The Validity of Reilly's Law in Australia-Some Preliminary 
Con siderations.' Thr . lustra/ian Geographer, Vol . VII. No. 1 .  May. 1957. 
S2.  According to the official census ( 1954) the population of Theodore was 595. 
5 3 .  i .e. the combined population of the town and its ttibutary area. 
54. Many other factors have in detail influenced town growth (e.g. the incrrase of town population 
itself, the establishment of industry - notably sawmilling) , but their overall effect has been 
much less important than trends in rural population and purchasing power. 
55 .  i .e .  without further change in prosperity or population in the tributary area. 
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ratio between the population of the service centre and the rural population of 
its tributary area (Table IV) . Further research is needed on this point. How­
ever, it i s  tentatively suggested for this study that Tara has a subsantially greater 
capacity for immediate growth than any of the other four towns.  
CONCLUSION 
Functionally the brigalow-country centres investigated have close assotta'" · 
tions with the rural districts which surround them; the more marked differences 
in urban growth and function are to be explained usually in terms of variations 
in the character of occupance in the tributary areas of the towns. For example, 
the much greater importance of agricultural workers in the labour force of 
Goondiwindi, Tara and Taroom as compared with Miles and Wandoan is related 
�G important differences in rural land use in their neighbourhoods. 
There is a general uniformity in many aspects of the form and appearance 
of town functional areas and buildings, notwithstanding a population range of 
more than 2,500. Some substantial departures in character from the normal, 
however, are evident. These commonly reflect the influence of some distinctive 
trait in the tributary district. The static and incipiently decadent condition of 
Taroom's commercial core i s  largely a consequence of a contracting hinterland in 
the direction of Wandoan and of a near-stationary population total elsewhere in 
its service area. By contrast, the vigorous, recent growth of Tara's business centre 
may primarily be attributed to a marked increase in numbers and prosperity of 
the rural population within its sphere of influence. 
Occasionally factors unrelated to qualities of the tributary area have been 
of signal importance in affecting present urban character. Goondiwindi has been 
substantially and beneficially influenced by being a municipality. The much 
neater and more attractive appearance of this centre compared with other 
'brigalow-belt' settlements may basically be ascribed to the activities of the town 
council - notably in providing a reliable water supply, in improving road!> and 
footpaths, in developing recreation areas, and generally in fostering a sense of 
civic pride among the residents. 
Access to main road and rail routes has had., and continues to have, a 
vital bearing on both rural and urban development. The locational advantages 
of Miles in terms of road and railway connections have so far largely outweighed 
the disadvantages of being situated in the midst of country generally with poor 
soils, li!tle �ettlement and low productivity. Relative isolation has long been a 
problem t o  Taroom; many distinctive facets of its character and tributary area 
are to be accounted for with reference to this locational handicap. Although the 
formation and improvement of local roads and main highways throughout the 
brigaiow-country has rapidly advanced in the last 10- 1 5  years, extensive areas 
remain which are poorly served with, or completely lacking in, roads. The ab­
sence of an adequate road network is one important factor limiting the closer 
settlement of the Taroom district and considerable areas between Tara and 
Goondiwindi . 
A discussion of the future prospects of the towns studied would require, 
among other things, a detailed analysis of rural land use potential, which i s  clearly 
beyond the scope of this paper. However, present knowledge of the 'brigalow­
belt' lands in south-eastern Queensland supports the view that closer settlement 
and more intensive forms of farming are feasible in many districts - notably in 
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the tributary areas of Goondiwindi, Tara and Taroom . As a consequence of 
this, these towns appear to have a gr;eater potential for expansion than Miles 
and W andoan. 
A greatly expanded settlement-research programme is required . for 
Queensland. Because of the lack of information on other centres of comparable 
�ize in the state, it has not been possible in this study to establish in what re­
spects the character-traits of the brigalow-country towns are distinctive. There 
is a basic need for the delimitation and explanation of regional variations in urban 
settlements and for the development of concepts relating to town character and 
urban-rural relationships. The results of such research would have wide prac­
tical implications, especially in the fields of regional, town and business planning. 
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TABLE I 
Selected Characteristics of the Residential Areas of Brigalow-Country Towns 
1957-58. 
i- - -
1 
· ---- - - --------------
Goondi-
. .  -- ' 
windi 1 ).hles Tara Taroom \\'andoan 
Total number of houses 
;Proportion of the total number of houses for each 
town-expressed as a percentage : 
Post-war houses . .  
Houses with a basically rectangular plan 
Houses built on high stumps {a) 
Houses with corrugated iron roofs 
Houses with wooden exteriors 
Houses unpainted 
Houses with unpainted roofs 
Houses with verandahs (b) . .  
Post-war houses '\\;tb verandahs (c) 
Pre-1947 houses with ,·erandahs (d) 
Houses with .) or more rooms 
Houses with less than :; rooms 
Vacant houses 
.-\ llotments without either a lawn ur garden 
- --
6�.j 
:3!1 
�;, 
u 
96 
!J,} 
1 2  
- -) , _  
/0 
l o  
!10 
S;) 
1 .') 
:J 
:!.) 
I 
296 l :l2 164 
34 ti.'i ;!.) 
H6 »4 !J(j 
!I I !J 
94 !)3 94 
92 S,) /.) 
1 4  1 /  4!1 
85 SH H I  
62 :J!I so 
23 :u 4� 
82 4/ !1.) 
titi 70 46 
:J."i :lu .)4 
:3 :3 20 
:l� 40 �;j 
--------------------- -- - --- - -·--
- -- --
s -;  
:H 
!Jo 
� .-. 
9;} 
!12 
14 
/8 
.�; 
:3 / 
oti 
.);) 
4·1 
•) 
.-.:-J 
(a) For the purposes of this survey high stumps were recorded where stumps were 4 ft 
or more in height . 
(b) Enclosed and open . 
1 c) Percentage \'alues express the ratio between this group and the total n u m ber uf post­
war houses. 
td) Percentage values express the ratio hetween this group and the total number of pre-
1 947 houses. 
I 
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TABLE II 
Occupational Structure (1957- 58) 
--
Total population 
Total workforce 
. . 
. . 
. . 
. . 
. . 
. . 
. . 
. .  
Percentage of total population in workforce 
No. of females in workforce 
Percentage of workforce female 
No. of retired males . . 
. . 
. . 
Percentage of adult males retired (a) 
. . 
. . 
. . 
. . 
. .  
. . 
. . 
. .  
. . 
. . 
. . 
I Goondi-I I : windi _I Miles 
i 2984 1 290 
i 1 099 455 
I 36.8 35.3 
234 94 
2 1 . 3  20.7 
62 27 
6.6 7.0 
Goondi-
windi Miles 
Tara Taro om Wandoan 
-
7 1 2  533 322 
253 205 115 
35.5 38.5 35.7 
38 43 13 
15 .0  21 .0  11 .3  
16 14 3 
6.9 8.0 2.9 
Tara Taroom Wandoan 
Major occupational �roups (Percentage of total workforce) 
- - -·--- -- ----·----
Group No. 
I .  
2. 
3.  
4. 
5. 
6. 
' 
1 .  Agriculture and farm contract work . . 
2. Commerce, finance and property and per-
3 .  
4 .  
5 .  
6. 
7 .  
8 .  
9 .  
sonal servicing activities . .  
Manufacturing . . 
Building, construction 
work . . . . 
. . 
and 
. . 
. . 
. . 
. . 
. . 
maintenance 
. . . . 
Professional, educational, administrative 
and social service activities 
Transport and storage 
Communication . . 
. . 
. . 
Electricity and water supply 
Other occupations . . . . 
. . 
. . 
. . 
. . 
. . 
. . 
. .  
. . 
. . 
. . 
1 6 . 1  4.5 1 5.8 18.0 5.2 
42.5 39.3 35.2 27.3 37.4 
4 .7  9.5 10.3 6 . 3  12.2 
9.6 12 .3  8 .7  8.8 1 1 . 3  
1 0.4  1 3.0 9.9 1 7 . 1  7.8 
1 0.0 1 1 .3 8.7 15.6 1 1 .3 
3.4 6.4 4.0 4.4 6.1 
I 1 . 1  2.0 2.0 1 .5 2.6 
I 2.2 2 .0 5.5 1 . 0  6.1 ; I 
(a) For the purposes of this survey all employed males under 21 years of age have been 
classed as "adults" .  
TABLE III 
Aspects of Town and Tributary Area Population 
I 
I 
· 
Goondi-
windi 
-- - ---- - -
Population of main urban centres . . . . 
Total population of minor urban centres in-
eluded within each tributary area 
Total rural population . . . . 
. . 
. . 
Combined population total of each tributary 
area and its town centre . . . . . . 
Percentage of combined population 
No. 4 above) which is urban . .  
Ratio between population of each 
(item 
. . 
service 
centre and rural population of its tributary 
area . . . . . .  . . . . . . 
2950 
G .  
500 
: 3940 
73!'10 
-W . 'i  
l : 1 .34 
Miles Tara Taroom 
·--
1 1 93 700 530 
Tributary Areas of 
M. T. T. 
390 200 -
1 980 2220 650 
3563 3 1 30 1 1 80 
H.4 29. 1  44.9 
1 : 1 .66 1 :� . 1 7  I : 1 . 23 
I 
\¥andoan 
300 
\Y. 
-
410 
710 
42.3 
1 : 1 .37 
Note-Population totals a:e es�imates for 1 954, based on Commonwealth census figures ( 1 954) and on data �amed m the course o£ field research, 
· 
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APPENDIX I 
Ran�e and Number of Non-Residential Functional Units 
. I I Goondi- � I · 
windi Miles I Tara Taroom \Vandoan ------ ---- - - ----�-- --- --------- - ---- :--- ' 
Group 1 (No. of premises or areas used) 
Commercial, Business and · Servicin� 
Establishments--
Post Office 
General store and grocery store 
Hotel 
Garage and service station 
Bank 
Stock and station agency and auctioneer's office 
Butcher's shop 
Baker's shop 
Cafe and milk bar . .  
Electrical goods and radio shop 
Drapery shop 
Picture theatre 
Boarding house 
Chemist's shop 
Fruit andfor confectionery shop 
Saddler and boot repair shop 
Shoe shop . .  
Newsagent's shop 
Men's hairdressing saloon 
Furniture and upholstery shop 
Dry cleaning establishment 
Hardware and Plumbing supplies store 
Other stores where hardware is a main line uf 
business 
Dress shop 
Ladies' hairdressing salon 
Gift shop 
Sports goods and music store 
Jeweller' s  shop 
Photographer's shop 
Private lending library 
Hide and skin store 
Wine saloon 
Used car lot (independent of garage) 
Produce agency 
Group 2 
Professional Offices and personnel 
Doctor's consulting room 
Number of resident doctors 
Dentist's surgery . . 
Number of resident dentists 
Optician's office 
Number of resident opticians 
Chiropractor and masseur's office 
Number of resident chiropractors 
Solicitor's office 
Number of resident solicitors 
Accountant's office 
Number of resident accountan ts 
Group 3 
Industrial Establishments 
Bakery 
Cordial factory 
Sawmill 
Butter factory 
Power house 
Tailor's business 
I 
1 2 (a) 
;j 
1 3  
.i 
5 
I 
3 
., 
3 
..j. 
., 
..j. 
2 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I. 
I 
I 
., 
4 
·) 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
·> 
-! 
·) 
·> 
1 
4 (b) 
3 
a 
..j. 
7 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 
3 
2 
1 
I 
1 
(i) 
:! 
2 
., 
1 
1 
1 
l 
1 
3 
l 
3 
·) 
l 
l 
I 
1 
3 
1 
-! 
2 
ti 
3 
I 
1 
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 
(i) 
I 
1 
1 
1 
I 
l 
l 
2 
2 
1 I 
3 (el l 
2 ! 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 
I 
I 
( i )  (e) 
. . 
·) 
(i) 
I 
I 
1 
1 
I 
1 
1 
1 
I 
1 
1 
4 
1 
5 
1 
1 
3 
L 
1 
I 
1 
L 
( i) 
1 
(i) 
(i) 
L 
(i) 
1 
l 
l 
:� 
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Appendix (continued) 
------ -· -· - - ------ - -- -- --
Vulcanizing works . . 
Newspaper and printing works 
Other printing works 
Iceworks 
Blacksmith and welding works 
House prefabrication plant . .  
Gate ·and sheep-yard prefabrication 
Group 4 
Transport and Stora�e 
Road transport depots and oil and petrol depots 
Railway station and facilities 
Aerodromes (f) 
Taxi service 
Water tower (g) 
Group 5 
Selected Civic, Cultural and Other Special 
Uses 
Police station 
Primary school 
Secondary school 
Church 
Halls, lodges and services' dubs 
Hospital 
Shire Council office 
Courthouse . .  
Other State Government offices 
Ambulance centre 
Fire station 
Showground 
C.W.A. centre (e) 
Public library 
Public Sports Grounds 
Tennis courts 
Bowling green 
Golf course 
Football ground 
Basketball courts 
Racecourse . . 
Rifle range 
Polocrosse ground . .  
(a) Nine stores are small "mixed businesses" . 
(b) One store is a small "mixed business" . 
(c) Two stores are small "mixed businesses" .  
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 3  
1 
1 
j 
2 
1 
2 
1 
3 
7 
l 
1 
1 
3 
l 
l 
l 
1 
l 
4 
l 
1 
1 
1 
l 
l 
l 
3 
L 
l 
8 
l 
1 
l 
l 
1 
2 
3" 
4 
l 
l 
1 
2 
l 
1 
1 
1 
4 
l 
l 
1 
l 
1 
Tara Taroom Wandoan 
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(d) The two theatres are controlled by one owner and show similar programmes. 
(e) Most chemist's supplies are available at the local hospital.  
(f) 
. .  
The aerodrome at Goondiwindi is located just beyond the town limits. The aerodrome 1 
serving Miles is situated at Condarnine, over 14 miles distant. 
(g) The total water tower storage capacity at Goondiwindi is 1 00,000 gallons ; at Miles and 
Tara 60,000 gallons at each . 
(i) These establishments are not self-contained units in the town. However the relevant 
goods and services are provided as a minor function of other businesses,
' 
PLATE 1 .  GOONDI\\'JNDT-portion of Marshall Street tn the commercial core. 
PLATE 7 GOONDTWT;'\Dl-northwcstem . sector .of the re�idential area. 
� 
1 k' PLATE 3 . "  1' TARA-vicw of the mam stre<::t oo mg east. 
h . .  \TE �. :\n epnomc of recent progress m Tara-a new memorial town hall anJ water tower .  

Pl..\n: r.. \ rTLES-The m a m  bu�iness a rea fronting Muril la  Street . 
P l . . \'1 '1 :  7. \ I  T L FS-St:ct ion < ' r  co n l l ncrcial ·l:"rl·. i n dudin g  hot('ls (H) . b:: nb (R) . :l nll a 
stock & �tation agency ( S ) . 
'\ot l' : The . \ . \' .Z .  hank  \\ 'a�  LJ'l'l lnl in 1 9 5<) ; tnd -''P docs not ;q' l 'l·a r  
on th i s  site in Fig. + .  
.PLATE 8. MILES-A representative section of the residential area. Note the character 
of roadways and the variations in the style and building materials of dwellings_ 
PLATE 9. Recently constructed homes in Miles. These dwellings are representative of 
those built in all towns of the brigalow-country in post-war years. 
- -�� : · ·a� 
PuTE 10.  TAROOM-Portion of the mam street and commercial core. · Old-style buildings 
are clearly dominant. A number of sections remain vacant 
after more than a century of settlement. 
PLATE 1 1 .  TAROOM-A typical 'week-end' house. 

